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taken possession of, and a picket, with a field piece, was placed
in the most commandmg position From the heights thus
occupied, Major Walker had a full view of Kuree, with the
camp of Mulhar Row and the whole of his army, which
appeared in motion, spreading itself over the plains The foit
of Kuree was small and irregular , it possessed four gates, of
which one only, the Futteh gate, was protected by defence&
newly raised, and mounted with cannon The residence of
Mulhar Row, inclosed m a sort of citadel, was conspicuous from
a distance, especially its large minaret-like tower, the open pavi-
lion, on the summit of which, commanded a good view of the
surrounding country About noon, messengers arrived from
Mulhar Row, who presented letters expressing sentiments of
so much moderation, if not submission, that Major Walker
was far from suspecting that they were to be made the cloak
of an act of treachery An answer was despatched by the
hands of a native agent, named Soondurjee, and of Captain
Williams, an officer of the detachment They had not been
gone twenty minutes, and had haidly time to reach the out-
posts of Mulhar Row's army, when they were made prisoners,
and two guns belonging to that chieftain unmediately opened
fire upon the British camp Major Walker held a short consul
tation with the chiefs of the allies, assigned them their places,
and arranged with them that the whole force should advance
and assault the enemy's camp Kumal-ood-deen Khan, rein-
forced to nearly a thousand horse, formed, accordingly, on the
right flank of the British detachment, while Babajee himself,
with the infantry, the rest of the cavalry, and some aitillery,
was appointed to move on the left The British detachment,
on the allies giving notice of their readiness, began, between
two and three o'clock, to advance in line with its field pieces,
two howitzers, and two eighteen pounders It moved forward
slowly, but m excellent order, inchnmg to the right, in ordei
to gam some heights, and to reach the front of the mam-body
of the enemy The fire of Mulhar Row's artillery increased
as the British advanced, and the ground was unfortunately
favourable to its effect About five o'clock, however, Major
Walker found himself opposite to the enemy's encampment*
in full view of it, and about half a mile distant He was ,
now anxious to have carried out the assault whiax

